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THE  NEW  YEAR.   1942  marks  the  125th  anniversary  of  Thoreau's  birth,  the  80th 
anniversary  of  his  death,  and  also  the  100th  anniversary  cf  the  death  of  his 
brother  John.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  relationship  of  the  two 
brothers  as  the  theme  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  in  Concord  en  July  12th. 
It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the  Society  meet  every  fifth  year  instead  of 
annually.  If  this  were  to  be  done,  the  125th  anniversary  yec.r  would  be  a 
logical  one  for  putting  the  "five  year  plan"  into  effect 0  The  other  four  years 
would  not  be  idle;  small  groups,  or  informal  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  could  serve  to  build  up  interest  toward  the  next  national  meeting. 

AND  A  REPORT  OF  THE  OLD  YEAR.   Last  fall  the  first  of  our  BULLETINS  was  issued. 
We  ran  off  250  copies,  thinking  to  have  plenty  of  extra  copies  for  the  future; 
but  already  the  supply  is  approaching  exhaustion.  Our  suggestion  of  one  dollar 
contributions  has  had  its  result.  We  hope  to  issue  the  first  booklet  before 
many  weeks,  and  it  will  go  to  all  paying  members  of  the  Society.  It  will  contain 
many  of  the  talks  and  poems  given  at  the  1941  meeting  in  Concord. 

RECENT  BIBLIOGRAPHY.  We  have  received  many  helpful  comments  in  response  to  our 
question  about  bibliography  in  the  BULLETIN.  We  shall  follow  what  seems  to  be 
the  most  frequent  request:  a  quarterly  listing  of  material,  annotated  wherever 
possible.  Here  is  the  listing  for  the  quarter,  October  through  December,  1941: 
Adams,  George  Matthew.  "Ballast",  CLEVELAND  (0.)  NEWS,  October  23 

(Probably  syndicated  in  other  newspapers  also) 
Anon.   BROOK  FARM:  THE  STORY  OF  THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIAL  EXPERIMENT,  1841-1847. 

Brook  Farm  Centennial  Committee,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. ,1941.  8pp.  Free 
Ballou,  Adin.  "River  Program" (poem).  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR.  October  10. 
Ballou,  Adin.  "Southern  Passage" (poem)  NEW  YORK  HERALD-TRIBUNE,  December  17. 
Barlow,  Perry.  "Oh,  you'd  like  Thoreaul"( cartoon)  NEW  YORKER,  October  18. 
Brooks,  Van  Wyck.  THE  FLOWERING  OF  NEW  ENGLAND.  New  York:Modern  Library4l,25 

(An  inexpensive  reprint  of  this  important  study  of  Thoreau's  time) 
Engle,  Paul.  "Henry  David  Thoreau"(poem)  WEST  OF  MIDNIGHT.  New  York:  Random 

House.  (Quoted  from  the  magazine  POETRY  by  the  GfiEENSBORO  (N.C. ) 

DAILY  NEWS,  November  26.  Probably  syndicated  in  other  newspapers.) 
Harrington,  Joe.  "All  Sorts",  BOSTON  POST,  October  8  (A  brief  column  on 

Thoreau's  walking.) 
Holmes,  John.  "Map  of  My  Country",  THE  KHOWH  WORLD,  New  York:  Henry  Holt 

&  @o,  (A  poem  referring  to  Thoreau.) 
"Majbloony,  J.  P."  "Letter  from  Concord,  Mass."  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR, 

November  11  (A  brief  but  interesting  article  referring  to  Thoreau. ) 
Thoreau,  H.  D.  Three  essays.  In  THE  DEMOCRATIC  SPIRIT.  Edited  by  Bernard 

Smith.  New  York:  Knopf,  (Edited  with  an  introduction.) 
Thoreau,  H.  D.  "Walking"  in  THE  POCKET  READER.  New  York:Pocket  Books,  Inc. 
"Uncle  Dudley".  "Thoreau  on  Maneuver",  BOSTON  DAILY  GLOBE,  November  15. 

(An  editorial  based  on  Webb  Miller's  I  FOUND  NO  PEACE  and  on  the 

Barlow  cartoon  listed  above. 
NOTE:  Members  of  the  Society  will  help  one  another  if  they  will  send  in 
information  about  all  current  Thoreau  items  which  come  to  their  attention. 

A  NEW  BIBLIOGRAPHY.  In  the  first  BULLETIN  we  suggested  a  new  bibliography  to 
bring  the  Allen,  Wade,  and  White  works  up-to-date.  In  response  to  that  suggestion 
William  White,  of  Whitman  College,  Kalla  Walla,  Washington,  editor  of  the  1938 
bibliography,  has  volunteered  to  compile  a  supplement  covering  the  years  from 
1938  through  1941,  and  plans  to  start  work  on  it  soon.  Can  you  help  him? 


.. 
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RESEARCH  IN  PROGRESS.  Most  of  the  research  projects  mentioned  in  the  October 
BULLETIN  received  help  from  members  of  the  society.  Here  are  two  more.  Perhaps 
you  can  help  here  also0 

Dr.  Arthur  E.  Bestor,  Box  386 r  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University,  New 
York  City,  is  editing  for  publication  the  records  of  Brook  Farm,  the  transcend- 
ental experiment  which  Thoreau  visited  several  times.  He  would  appreciate 
learning  f.f   letters,  diaries.,  and  other  manuscript  material  connected  with 
Brook  Farm,  He  was  speaker  at  the  West  Roxbury  centennial  meeting  in  1941. 

Dr.  Henry  S-,  Canbyf  Killln^Korth,,  Clinton,  Conn0  (A  fine  alliterative  address) 
is  now  working  on  a  biography  of  Wall  Wrn.tman  and  is  interested  in  new  material 
on  the  relationship  of  Whitman  and  Thorer.Ua 

A  NEW  THOREiJJ  ITEM.   Last  September,  when  the  secretary  passed  through  New  York 
enroute  to  Chapel  Hill,  he  stopped  for  a  few  hours  in  the  Manuscript  Room  of 
the  New  York  Public  Library,  and  there  found  the  manuscript  of  a  letter  which 
seemed  characteristic  of  Thoreau.-,  With  the  library's  permission  we  quote  it, 
(It  is  addressed  to  Wm0  H0  Sweetserp  Esq,,,  Chariestown,  Mass.) 

"Concord  July  26  '52 

Wm.  H.  Sweetser 

This  is  the  way  I  write  when  I  have  a  poor  pen 
and  still  poorer  ink, 

Yrs. 

Henry  D.  Thoreau" 

One  autograph  hunter  didn't  get  very  far.   Or  did  he? 

LOCaL  GROUPS.  Several  members  have  written  in  asking  about  the  formation  of 
local  Thoreau  groups.  We  have  no  definite  plan  or  outline,  feeling  that  they 
should  be  planned  according  to  the  particular  needs  and  interests  of  the 
individuals.   Concord  has  had  such  a  group  organized  for  several  years.  They 
meet  once  a  month  throughout  the  winter  to  read  and  discuss  Thoreau' s  writings. 
Another  Thoreau  Discussion  Group  is  to  have  its  first  meeting  in  New  York  City 
this  month.  We  would  like  to  hear  of  others.   Remember  that  we  will  send  you 
a  list  of  all  Society  members  in  your  vicinity  on  request.  Perhaps  you  can  send 
us  names  of  neighbors  who  might  be  interested  in  the  national  Society,, 

SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT.  Mr.  Daniel  J.  Bernstein,  visiting  Chapel  Hill  because  of 
his  Thoreau  interest,  has  been  instrumental  in  getting  this  bulletin  to  you  on 
time.  The  war  has  already  cut  into  the  personnel  of  the  Thoreau  Society  officials. 
The  secretary  has  been  drafted.   From  the  beginning  I  urged  that  the  Society 
have  as  few  officers  as  possible;  but  I  didn't  expect  a  50%  reduction  so  soonl 
Mail  for  Walter  Harding  will  reach  him  if  addressed  to  54  Prospect  Street, 
Bridgewater,  Mass.  I  will  carry  on  during  the  interval  as  Sectetary-Treasurer 
as  well  as  President  (Thus  I  can  hold  a  meeting  of  officers  on  a  moment's  notice). 
Mail  having  to  do  with  the  Society  should  be  addressed  to  me  at  Chapel  Hill, 
North  Carolina, 

Raymond  Adams 


TO  MAKE  SURE  YOU  RECEIVE  ALL  BULLETINS,  NOTIFY  US  OF  ANY  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 


